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I.ill:lrton Place  s t ands  i n  an i s o l a t e d  loca t ion  at: the  end of a  neck 
! on tile ocean 
I a r c  
I 
1 a r e  the  marshes of  Assawaman Creek. From t h e  roof of  the house can be ob- 
j t a ined  a  broad prospect  of t h e  c o a s t a l  wetlands,  Wallops I s l a n d ,  and t h e  
( d i s t a n t  ocean. 
I liP,larton P l a c e ' s  f r o n t  o r  e a s t  yard i s  informal ly  p lanted  wi th  
I t r e e s  and slirubbery. On t h e  west s i d e  i s  a  somewhat formal f lower garden 
i wit11 boswood borders .  Located i n  a  corner  of the  garden i s  a cemetery 
I 
I con ta in ing  tile graves of John Wharton and h i s  w i f e .  On the  h o u s e ' s  no r th  
I s i d e  a r e  variol ls  frame ou tbu i ld ings ,  among which is an e a r l y  smokehouse. 

The house i t s e l f  is a  two-story r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  d iv ided  i n t o  

from the roof a r e  two i n t e r i o r  chimneys, and surrounding i t s  base  i s  a  deep 
co rn ice  ornamented w i t 1 1  p a i r s  of brackets .  A l l  four  wa l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  

f i v e  bays on each f r o n t  and covered by a  deck-on-hip roof .  P r o j e c t i n g  1 
; very even Flemish bond w i t h  t h i n  whi te  mortar j o i n t s ,  and a r e  i n  good 
1 A 1 1  t h e  windows i n  the  house, inc luding  t h e  basement windows, a r e  topped 

with whi te  marble splayed f l a t  a r ches ;  marble is  a l s o  used f o r  the  e a s t  and 
west e n t r a n c e s ,  and f o r  the  t r eads  of the  s t e p s  on each f r o n t .  
wiiitewashed wooden panels  a r e  loca ted  between the  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  1 - ~ z  

i windows on a l l  four  s i d e s .  The smal l  pane sashes  on the  second f l o o r  were 
removed i n  the  l a t e  n ine teen th  century  and replaced wi th  two-over-two sash .  
The o r i g i n a l  sashes  were loca ted  dur ing  t h e  1945 renovat ion ,  however, and 
re turned  t o  t h e i r  former p o s i t i o n s .  Also dur ing  the renovat ion ,  a  
V i c t o r i a n - s t y l e  one-s tory  f r o n t  porch was removed from the e a s t  f r o n t .  The 
handsome f r o n t i s p i e c e s  of t h e  e a s t  and west doors  a r e  n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l ,  and 
f e a t u r e  a  pediment wi th  open tympanum supported on half-round columns. 
Extending i n t o  each tympanum is  a l u n e t t e  ornamented wi th  t r a c e r y  of a  simple 
but  unusual p a t t e r n ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  segments of c i r c l e s .  P r o j e c t i n g  from 
the  house ' s  no r th  s i d e  i s  a one-s tory  k i tchen  and s e r v i c e  wing. Because 
of the s i m i l a r  brickwork, t h i s  wing appears  t o  be a n  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e  of the  

I p r e sen t  house and n o t  an e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e .  
Whartor. P l a c e ' s  i n t e r i o r s ,  embellished with the  p r e s e n t  owner's 

f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of a n t i q u e s ,  a r e  s u r e l y  among the  most b e a u t i f u l  i n  tlie 
/ s t a t e .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  p l an  c o n s i s t s  of  two sma l l ,  uneven s i z e  rooms wi th  

a  l a r g e  s t a i r  h a l l  between them on the  e a s t  s i d e ,  and two l a r g e r  uneven s i z e  1 
rooms on tile wes t .  The liandsome s t a i r ,  wi th  turned b a l u s t e r s ,  molded hand- / 

I r a i l ,  and i n t r i c a t e  s c r o l l e d  and carved end b racke t ,  ascends around an open 
1 wel l  t o  tile a t t i c .  The smal l  o f f i c e  to  the  south  of the  s t a i r  h a l l ,  and 

the  l a r g e r  room on t h e  n o r t h ,  have s imple,  but  p l e a s i n g l y  proport ioned 1 

Federa l - s ty l e  woodwork. ?he soutiiwest and northwest  chambers, on t h e  o t h e r  1 
hand, g ive  3 f e e l i n g  of  superb r ichness .  The mantels i n  both rooms a r e  I 

I 
embellislled wi th  a  v a r i e t y  of  Wellford composition ornaments such a s  garla1ld4, 

1 swags, u r n s ,  f lower baske t s ,  and c l a s s i c a l  f i g u r e s .  Also,  both n~ante  1s  a r e  1 
l i ned  wi th  King of P russ i a  marble.  Wellford ornaments a r e  l i kewise  ! 
employed i n  the  paneled wainscot ing and i n  the  co rn ices  over the  doors .  Th4 
c e i l i n g s  i n  both rooms a r e  decorated wi th  simple geometr ical  des igns  i n  the  I 

' p l a s t e r .  Furthermore, the  baseboards a r e  marbleized and the  doors  a r e  
gralned and have pa in ted  i n l a y .  I t  should be noted t h a t  u n t i l  the  house was 

1 acquired by the  p resen t  owner, the  i n t e r i o r  r e t a ined  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p a i n t ;  and 
i ldur ing  t h e  renovat ion a l l  the  o r i g i n a l  c o l o r s  were f a i t h f u l l y  reproduced. 
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'I'lie p lan  of the  second f l o o r  is s i m i l a r  t o  tile f i r s t  f l o o r  cxccpt  
t h a t  a ilarrow h a l l  d i v i d e s  the  southwest and northwest  chambers. Tile secon 

I 
f l o o r  triili i s  a l s o  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  than t h a t  on the  f i r s t ,  a l t l ~ o u g h  t h e  two 
s i ~ n e d  l j c l l fo rd  niantels a r e  loca ted  the re .  Both these  niantels,  l i k e  the  
oncs i n  tlic roolus below them, a r e  decorated wi th  swags, urns ,  ga r l ands ,  
flower bnsl tcts ,  and c l a s s i c a l  f i g u r e s .  The p l a i n l y  ev ident  s i g n a t u r e s  a r e  
loca ted  j u s t  below the  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e s  i n  each example. 

The a r m u n d e r  the  roof  con ta ins  two windowless bedrooms. The roof 
deck i s  reached by a very  s t e e p  s ta i r  ascending from t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  h a l l .  

CCL 
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I Wllarton Place  was b u i l t  by John Wharton (1762-1811), a  prosperous mari- 
I titne merchant and n a t i v e  of Accomack County. The exac t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  

has not  been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  bu t  i t  i s  be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  house was pu t  up with* 
i n  a few yea r s  a f t e r  Wharton purchased the  surrounding 164 a c r e  t r a c t  from 
William 13. Beavans i n  1798. Wharton made h i s  new home t h e  headquar te rs  
f o r  h i , s  va r ious  bus iness  i n t e r e s t s ,  and maintained a landing  f o r  h i s  s h i p s  
on Assawaman Creek, w i t h i n  s i g h t  of  the  house. 

W\~arton appa ren t ly  was q u i t e  success fu l  i n  h i s  va r ious  ven tu res ,  f o r  
he spared  l i t t l e  expense i n  ob ta in ing  t h e  f i n e s t  m a t e r i a l s  and b e s t  work- 
manship f o r  h i s  res idence .  With i t s  g r a c e f u l  e x t e r i o r  p ropor t ions ,  i t s  

I l a v i s h  use of marble t r i m s  and i t s  r i c h  i n t e r i o r  woodwork and p l a s t e r  deco- 
r a t i o n ,  l f l~ar ton  Place  ranks among t h e  most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  
Fcdera l  houses i n  t h e  s t a t e .  Much of the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  of  the  

%, 

I iiouse c e n t e r s  around i t s  four  b e a u t i f u l  Federal  mantels r i c h l y  embellished 
1 with the  composition ornaments of Robert Wellford of Ph i l ade lph ia .  Well- 1 
\ f o r d  was one of t h e  co;ntry's most noted manufacturers  of Adam-style i ' orn~unents .  His name appears  i n  the  Ph i l ade lph ia  D i r e c t o r i e s  from 1801 t o  1 1339 and h i s  des igns  were used throughout the Eas tern  seaboard.  The 

i 
I 

presence of Wel l fo rd ' s  s i g n a t u r e  on t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e s  of two of t h e  mantel's 
provides inva luab le  evidence f o r  i d e n t i f y i n g  o t h e r  examples of t h i s  

1 s i g n i f i c a n t  a r t i s a n ' s  work. There a r e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  mantels w i th  Wellford'is 
ornaments i n  o t h e r  Eas tern  Shore houses, but  none a r e  s igned ,  and none a r e  1 

i 
a s  e l a b o r a t e  and w e l l  preserved a s  the  Wharton Place examples. 

Few o t h e r  Vi rg in i a  houses of  the q u a l i t y  of Wharton Place su rv ive  i n  
/ a s  good a s t a t e  of p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  and wi th  a s  l i t t l e  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  e i t h e r  1 I zhe o r i g i n a l  des ign  o r  f a b r i c .  Through c a r e f u l  renovat ion  begun i n  1945 / 
by the  l a t e  owner, M r .  Charles  R. Busch, a  noted i n d u s t r i a l  i nven to r ,  and I I .  ' . hzs wldow, t h e  house, i n  i t s  dramatic  and lonely  s e t t i n g  overlooking marshy 1 
Assawaman Creek and t h e  d i s t a n t  ocean, appears  much as it d i d  when f i r s t  
l i ved  i n  by "Captain Jack" Wharton. 

i 
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1 Busch, M r .  & Mrs. Cilarles R . ,  "Wliarton," n .p . ,  n .d .  i 

V l i i t e l ~ w ,  lh lph  T . ,  ~ i r g i n i a ' s  Eas tcrn  Shore, v o l .  2 ,  Glouces ter ,  f iss . :  
I Pc tc r  Sntith, 1968. 
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